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The Way… A Multiyear 
FNMP Project 

Rick O’Connor 
Like many of you, FMNP projects submitted by our 
participants typically include information brochures, 
posters, or a power point presentation – all good and 
useful.  Occasionally we will get an interesting display 
on the medicinal properties of wetland plants, or 
something similar.  But, FMNP graduate Jerry Patee’s 
project was something “outside of the box”.  
This is par for the course for Jerry.  I am sure many of 
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you students like him – they think outside of the box.  Jerry’s 
idea was to construct a nature trail.  Behind his church near 
Perdido Key was a mix of scrub and wetland that eventually 
found its way to Bayou Garcon, a tributary of Perdido Bay.  
Jerry’s original idea was a small, mowed, path – or possibly a 
chip trail… it became MUCH more.  

He brought the idea to instructors Chris Verlinde, Carrie 
Stevenson, and Rick O’Connor.  We of course thought it was a 
fabulous idea.  We had thoughts of adding the trail to the list 
of “nature tours” in the area.  Jerry was fine with that but 
wanted to keep it short and small and focus on the flora and 
fauna you could view as you transitioned from a small upland 
area, to a wetlands, and eventually to a coastal salt marsh.  He 
wanted to make every opportunity to educate the public on 
how to identify these different systems based on the plants and 
the elevation of the land.  Cool idea.  

Working with Rick and Carrie, he began to draft language that would 
be needed for such education signs.  At first there were going to be 
numerous signs, then just a couple of kiosk with all information in 
them.  It has since evolved into four kiosks and eventually some 
smaller signage along “The Way”.  

Step one in the entire process was obtaining the needed permits for 
the construction.  Carrie’s connections with DEP helped a lot here.  
Man was that fun…  Things they did not even think about, such as 
handicapped width etc., came into play and modified the original 
plans.  Jerry’s tenacity and knowledge helped secure both volunteer 
workers – which he now calls “the grump ole men” – and wood for the 
boardwalk.  Several fish fries helped secure needed funding for parts of the project and his 
knack of finding the right volunteers, such as artisans for the benches and kiosks, really 
made this project happen.  As Jerry moved from one FMNP module to the next he wanted 
to know whether he could count this project as the required ones for the other two 
modules?  Jokingly, we told him “no… you need to do another trail for each module”.  

“The Way” is currently open and will have its 
official opening later this fall.  They have created a 
website that provides a way for the public to view 
wildlife on the trail when they are not there to see 
it and welcomes photos from visitors who see and 
photograph things while there.  This website is 
found at https://thewayperdido.com/. 

Jerry plans to have an indoor bulletin and activity 
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board featuring wildlife and flowers from different times of the year, and other information, 
located at the church soon as well.  

It has been a wonderful project and a benefit not just to the members of the church but to 
the community as well.  We anticipate many visiting this trail over time… including FMNP 
students on field trips. 

Volunteer Algae Monitoring 
Program (VAMP) in the 

Indian River Lagoon 
Ken Gioeli 

In response to the 2016 harmful algal blooms in the 
Indian River Lagoon, Florida Master Naturalists in St 
Lucie County are undertaking an innovative new test 
pilot program to address the need to obtain long-term 
data on algae in the estuary.  This program is titled the 
Volunteer Algae Monitoring Program (a.k.a. VAMP).  

An elite team of UF/
IFAS Florida Master 
Naturalists is engaged 

on the issue.  The UF/
IFAS Natural Resources 
Extension Agent provided 
training, supplies and 

WaterWatch chemistry kits for the VAMP team to conduct 
algae collection on a monthly basis. Algae samples are 
analyzed by the Laughinghouse Lab at the UF/IFAS Ft. 
Lauderdale Research and Education Center. By engaging 
Florida Master Naturalists on the issue, we increase data and 
real-time local information, while engaging the community 
and bringing science into homes.

UF faculty on the VAMP team include Dr. Dail 
Laughinghouse, Assistant Professor of Applied Phycology with 
UF/IFAS Ft. Lauderdale Research and Education Center, and 
Dr. Lisa Krimsky, UF/IFAS Regional Specialized Water Agent 
for South Florida.  The St. Lucie County facilitator is Ken 
Gioeli, Natural Resources Extension Agent with the UF/IFAS 
Extension St Lucie County.  Florida Master Naturalists 
comprising the elite team are Dr. Susan Hamburger, Neil Stover, 
Karl Mangino and Vicki Cowles.
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Florida Master Naturalist Vicki Cowles 
refrigerates algae samples. These samples 
are shipped to the Laughinghouse Lab at 

the UF/IFAS Ft. Lauderdale Research and 
Education Center. Photo credit to Susan 

Hamburger.

Florida Master Naturalist Karl Mangino 
conducts WaterWatch dissolved oxygen 
tests. Photo credit to Susan Hamburger.
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Air Potato Biological Control Project 
Ken Gioeli 

We are pleased to report that our proposal to continue the air potato biological control project 
has been funded through Summer 2018.  The proposal Carey Minteer and Ken Gioeli co-
authored and submitted “Increasing the biological control of air potato in Florida” has been 
funded by the FWC Invasive Plant Management Section.  Our proposal has been selected for 
funding for fiscal year 17-18.

The air potato beetle pick up event conducted earlier this month in St Lucie Co resulted in 125+ 
people participating and beetles released on 66 sites in the community.  Similar events will be 
expanded to Indian River Co and Manatee Co.

Information about our air potato biological control project is available online at http://
bcrcl.ifas.ufl.edu/airpotatobiologicalcontrol.shtml

Update on the South Florida Association of 
Environmental Professionals/FMNP 

Community Coral Nursery 
Erik Neugaard 

A Special Activities License (SAL) was obtained from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC)  on May 31st,  2017. The FWC SAL authorizes 1)  Harvest (salvage)  of any 
species of Corals of Opportunity (COOs) that are not ESA-listed, without any limit on numbers 
or sizes harvested, for purposes of restoration broodstock. A COO is defined as a coral fragment 

or  colony  found  lying  on  the  sea  floor  that  has 
been detached from a parent colony or substrate 
through  natural  processes  or  unknown  events. 
Harvested COOs will be maintained at an onshore 
cora l  nurser y  in  P lantat ion ,  F lor ida .  2 ) 
Reattachment  of  any  species  of  Corals  of 
Opportunity  (COOs)  that  are  not  ESA-listed, 
without any limit on numbers or sizes reattached, 
for  purposes  of  restoration.  COOs  must  be 
reattached within the immediate area from which 
they were first observed, not to exceed 100 feet. 3) 
A Health  Certification  is  not  required  for  the 
harvest  or  reattachment  of  COOs  identified  in 
Authorized Activity #1 and #2, provided that each 
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COO meets the criterion established in the FWC "COO Visual Health Assessment Protocols". 
COOs that do not meet this criterion may not be harvested or reattached.

On June 16th, 2017, arrangements were made to allow the rescue of corals from seawall bulkheads 
being removed from Slip 2 at Port Everglades, Florida. The arrangement allowed a single person 
approximately one minute to remove corals from the sheet piles and king piles after they were 
removed  from  the  water.  The  person  was  required  to  have  a  Transportation  Security 
Administration  Transportation  Workers  Identification  Credential  and  applicable  safety 
equipment. The corals were removed with a standard hammer and a three-inch wide chisel. The 
rescued corals were placed in a 5-gallon bucket containing seawater collected from the slip. The 
water was aerated with an electric aquarium aerator until delivered to the temporary onshore 
coral nursery located approximately fifteen minutes away in Plantation, Florida.

Two Oculina diffusa colonies from this rescue event, each measuring less than two centimeters, 
survived the rescue event and were observed for seven days in a five-gallon bucket containing 
fresh ocean water collected at Dania Beach, during which time the water was aerated and filtered 
with an aquarium filter and the coral colonies were fed frozen mysid shrimp every other night.  
Both coral colonies appeared healthy and were feeding on the sixth night. On the seventh day 
the two coral colonies were transported in the five-gallon bucket, being aerated with the electric 
aquarium aerator,  approximately  15  minutes  to  the  boat  ramp in  Mizell-Johnson  State  Park 
(located across the Intracoastal Waterway from Port Everglades) and transferred to a built-in live 
well on the transport boat. The two coral colonies were out-planted on the Memphis Reef Ball 
Array, Quad 3 at Latitude 26° 03.324' North / Longitude 80° 05.798' West, in accordance with a 
modification to the FWC SAL received on June 22nd, 2017. Both coral colonies appeared healthy 
immediately prior to being attached to a reef ball  using moldable marine epoxy putty (West 
Marine brand Rx Epoxy Repair)  mixed per instructions. Because the moldable marine epoxy 
putty is water soluble until hardened and appeared very viscous after the corals were attached to 
the reef ball, they were checked again the next day, and reattached using a mixture of 50% Type 
I/Type II Portland cement and 50% plaster 
molding compound.

In  addition,  volunteer  scuba  divers  have 
conducted approximately 40 dives in search 
of  healthy  non-ESA COOs,  but  have  only 
found  healthy  ESA- l isted  COOs  and 
unhealthy non-ESA COOs.
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Friends Helping Friends with Beer & Cheese 
Joan Landis 

How do beer, cheese and Florida Master Naturalists go together?  Very well, as it turns out!  
That is, as long as friends come together to make the connections.  And that’s exactly what 
happened when friends came together to create a Fundraising Event for the Friends of 
Pinellas Master Naturalists chapter held at Six Ten Brewing in Tampa, Florida.

Six Ten Brewing was filled with excited energy about this special event Tuesday, June 20th - a 
day Six Ten usually closes, but opened specially to host the private fundraising event for the 
Friends of Pinellas Master Naturalists.  The buzz had been growing for weeks and the final 
preparations of cheeses, specially brewed beers and glassware staging was finally happening.

Beer and cheese tasting events are trending hot these days but this was different than any 
other:  we had the entire Six Ten Brewery to ourselves, along with Leslie (Owner) and Chris 
Johnson (Head Brewer and Owner) 
who donated their beers, the 
brewery and their service and we had 
Michael Landis, the Director of 
Education at the Institute du 
Fromage, a cheese expert and 
celebrity in the Cheese Industry who 
donated the cheeses and his pairing 
expertise to the event.  This was a 
rare chance to sample world class 
artisanal cheeses and award-winning 
locally brewed beers hosted by their 
creators and experts during an 
evening filled with giving.

Chris and Michael worked several 
weeks in advance to choose the 
perfect combination of beers and 
cheeses.  They even collaborated on 
brewing the Black Lager, Red Ale 
and ESB enjoyed during the event.  "Beer pairs 
better with cheese than most wines, as beer is 
commonly known as liquid bread", said Chris 
Johnson and added, "when you think about it, 
beer has been a cheese accompaniment for 
centuries and was more commonly available than 
wine was."
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Michael Landis created this placemat, making the beer and 
cheese pairings simple:

Sartori MontAmore with Six Ten Monk’s Melk, Vermont 
Farmstead Cheddar Farmstead with Six Ten ESB, Cypress 

Grove Purple Haze Goat Cheese with Six Ten Babble to 
the Nag, Marin French Cheese Company Petit Crème Brie 

with the Black Lager and the crowd favorite pairing: 
Rogue Creamery Organic Smokey Blue with the Red Ale.
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The Beer and Cheese event featured a VIP 
reception with a guided tour by Chris 
along with a specially selected "welcome 
beer" and one of the handmade artisan 
cheeses selected by Michael.  VIPs also 
received a cooler bag packed with Fiscalini 
San Joaquin Gold cheese and a Six Ten 
Brewing engraved glass.   After the main 
pairing event, Chris, Leslie and Michael 
created five large cooler bags filled with 
cheeses and growlers (filled with winner's 
choice of beer) for the Silent Auction 
which also featured a class Scholarship for 
a Florida Master Naturalist Program!

During the event, Chris talked about each 
of the beers, how he crafted them and 
about their distinct flavor profiles.  Michael explained the history of each cheese, told 
stories about the cheese makers, added fun facts and then discussed how each of the beers 
paired up with the cheeses.  Friends of Pinellas Master Naturalist Board members Jeanne 
Murphy and Joan Landis greeted the crowd, talked about the Florida Master Naturalist 
Program and thanked everyone for supporting the Friend’s mission to protect Florida’s 
breathtaking  natural systems and educate others about it.

The event would not have happened but for 
the generosity of Leslie and Chris Johnson 
and Michael Landis who made the event the 
wild success that it was – we raised more 
than $2,000 that night!  Over 40 people 
attended and after the last guests departed 
and a soft rain fell against the wide windows 
of the brewery, it was fun reflecting on how 
incredibly well the evening went, how many 
new friends we made and how many friends 
supported the Friends of Pinellas Master 
Naturalists. 

Six Ten Brewing is located at 7052 Benjamin 
Road, Tampa, FL 33634 and is pet friendly.  
Stop by and enjoy one of their craft beers 
and tell Leslie and Chris thanks for being 
such great friends!
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Lionfish in Florida 
Haley Hanson; Cartoon by Arjun Srivathsa 

You’ve probably heard a lot about lionfish invading Florida waters… These invasive fish are 
wreaking havoc on our marine ecosystems, reducing juvenile fish recruitment by over 75%. Did 
you know that they can grow larger here in their new habitat, than in their native range? In fact, 
the largest lionfish on record was caught right off of Islamorda. Their ability to grow so large may 
be due to a reduction in predation pressure in their introduced range!
Visit http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/nonnatives/marine-species/lionfish/ and http://
www.gulfcoastlionfish.com/index.html for more information.
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Updates from the FMNP Office:  
Coastal Shoreline Restoration 

Online Registration starts September 29th for fall 
& winter courses 

Coastal Shoreline Restoration, the first course in our new 
Restoration Series, will be offered starting this fall. This course 
introduces the restoration of living shorelines, oyster reefs, 
mangroves, and marsh, with a focus is on ecology, benefits, 
restoration methods, and monitoring techniques. It prepares 
graduates to assist with ongoing restoration projects and includes 24-
hours of contact time with classroom presentations, hands-on 
activities, and field trips to restoration sites and living shorelines. 
Instructor teams are preparing now; keep an eye on the FMNP website 
for a course near you. Online registration will be open as early as September 29th!

Have you been recording your volunteer 
hours? 

The contribution of FMNP graduates’ time and expertise on volunteer & citizen science projects 
across the globe is commendable and much appreciated!

Please record all of your volunteer & citizen science activities in the FMNP Volunteer 
Monitoring System.  This helps us demonstrate the tremendous impact that FMNP contributes 
to the natural systems that sustain us.

Simply go to the FMNP website and click on the “FMNP Volunteer Monitoring System (VMS)”, 
type in your last name, find your name from the drop-down, and enter the requested 
information. Your volunteer hours will appear on the FMNP Graduate and Honor Roll Database 
on the website (takes 24 hours to update).

In the future, we plan to offer special rewards for accumulated volunteer hours, so start recording 
yours now!
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Opportunities: 
Volunteer Opportunity: 
Who: Friends of Little Orange Creek

What: Little Orange Creek Environmental Education Program for 4th Graders in Alachua 
County Schools

When: 9 am - 1 pm most Fridays September-November and February-April

Where: Little Orange Creek Nature Park

Why: Our hope is to connect students to the wonders of the outdoor world in a meaningful way. 
Our program hosts groups of 4th grade students on Friday mornings at Little Orange Nature 
Park where we examine organisms living in our creek, make scientific inquiries, and have fun!

More information: Contact Christy Penman at christyjohns001@gmail.com or calling 
239-297-6469.

Events: 
Who: Riverwoods Field Lab

What: Yoga Retreat and Eco-Tour of the Kissimmee River: Please join us for a fabulous day of 
yoga and exploration at Riverwoods. The Yoga class will be lead by Dr. Nancy Dale, author and 
certified Yoga Instructor for 20 + years. The Eco-tour of the Kissimmee River will be lead by 
Loisa Kerwin, Director of the Riverwoods Field Lab.

Where: Riverwoods Field Lab- 100 Riverwoods Circle, Lorida, 33857

When: October 28 from 10 am - 4:30 pm

Bring: Picnic lunch, yoga mat/blanket, sunglasses, hat, camera

Wear: Comfortable yoga clothes and sandals

Cost: $40

Registration: Email lkerwin@fau.edu (space is limited to 16)
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Chapter Events:
Who: Charlotte/Sarasota Chapter Meeting

What: Join us for the initial meeting to discuss a collaborative Master Naturalist Chapter for 
Charlotte and Sarasota Counties. We will discuss desires of master naturalist graduates going 
forward including chapter formation, board of directors, outings and activities, and volunteer 
possibilities.

Where: Sarasota County Extension Office 6700 Clark Road Sarasota 34241

When: October 6:30 pm - 8 pm

More Information: email Dr. Katherine Clements at kclements@scgov.net

Citizen Science Opportunities: 
The Forest Fungi Project
The Forest Fungi Project is a citizen science initiative aimed to engage citizens in ecological 
science to deepen their understanding of climate change impacts, the role of soil biota (living 
organisms) in healthy ecosystems, and the 
practicalities of scientific research. 
Volunteers collect data that documents how 
microbial taxa are currently distributed 
across tree host ranges, and how these 
ranges may shift in future climates.

The Lankau lab invites you to participate 
during the late summer and fall of 2017. 
During your sampling, you will simply go to 
a local forested or woodland area, identify a 
trees species, collect leaves, dig a hole, and 
collect roots and soil from identified tree. 
Place your samples in a resealable plastic 
bag, and ship to the Lankau lab in Madison, 
WI within 2-5 days.   

Instructions are on the project website. 
Please include “FMNP” after your name on the samples so we’ll know all the contributions from 
FMNP graduates (and remember to enter your hours in the FMNP Volunteer Management 
System)!
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October WeDigBio Citizen Science Data Blitz will Feature Florida’s 
Flora 
You can help reconstruct the historical what, when, and where of Florida’s plants during the 
Worldwide Engagement for Digitizing Biocollections (WeDigBio) event from October 19–
22.  During the event, go to Notes from Nature (www.notesfromnature.org), click on the 
Plants group, click on a WeDigFLPlants tile, and follow the brief instructions.  The activity 
involves zooming in on an herbarium specimen label and entering info about the collection 

location, collection date, and the collector.  
The specimens, like that in the photo, will 
span at least 150 years of Florida’s history.  

Event-wide progress and opportunities to view 
online presentations from the world’s 
biodiversity researchers will be announced at 
http://www.wedigbio.org/.  Anyone with an 
internet connection can participate from 
anywhere, but there will also be opportunities 
in Florida to attend onsite WeDigBio events at 
museums and universities.  For example, 
Florida State University’s Robert K Godfrey 
Herbarium is hosting two evening events on 
campus on October 19 (https://goo.gl/Ymtrtk) 
and 20 (https://goo.gl/d3o6DP).  To learn of 
other WeDigBio onsite events, keep an eye on 
http://www.wedigbio.org/ or follow 
@WeDigBio on Twitter (https://twitter.com/
wedigbio).

The WeDigFLPlants project (https://
biospex.org/project/wedigflplants) is using the 
straightforward process of creating digital data 
for a half-million plant specimens collected in 

Florida over the past two centuries to broaden understanding and appreciation for our flora 
in support of research, conservation, management, education, and other activities.  
WeDigFLPlants is active throughout the year, but the annual WeDigBio event is a great 
time to start participating.  If interested in learning more, you can watch these videos about 
herbaria (https://goo.gl/Rv3kjq) and Notes from Nature (https://goo.gl/oh73zX).  Also, watch 
for more info in the coming months about lesson plans that use the WeDigFLPlants 
activities to teach specimen collection best practices for naturalists.

I encourage you to log-in at Notes from Nature so that you can keep track of your 
participation.  Let me know via email if you contribute >50 transcriptions, and I will send 
you a WeDigFLPlants fridge magnet like those seen in the photo.  And once you've 
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transcribed label data from a few specimens, tell your 
friends.  Maybe tweet about it using 
#WeDigFLPlants, maybe just mention it in 
conversation.  Many hands make light work!

For more information, contact Austin Mast at 
amast@bio.fsu.edu!
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Come Be Social! 
Don’t forget to check out our Facebook and Instagram pages! As a follower, you will be able to 

communicate with the FMNP staff and other environmental enthusiasts. We share events, news, 
and photos from all across the state and FMNP courses. We encourage you to post and tag us 

throughout your own FMNP journey and to use the hashtags #FloridaMasterNaturalistProgram 
and #FMNP to find other posts. Click below to follow!
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